
   
 

15-Day Best of Namibia Self-Drive Tour  
 

Route: Windhoek - Spitzkoppe – Khorixas (Damaraland) – Etosha National Park – Palmwag 
(Damaraland) – Swakopmund – Sossusvlei – Windhoek  

 

 
 

Route Map 
 



Day 1: Windhoek Airport to Spitzkoppe (270 km) 
 

   
    
Spitzkoppe:  
 
Day 1: On arrival at Windhoek Airport, a Go Self-Drive Tours representative will do a handover of the 4x4 and 
demonstrate how to use the vehicle. You will then depart for Spitzkoppe. 
 
One of Namibia's most popular mountain motifs, the granite inselberg of Spitzkoppe (inselbergs are isolated 
hills, ridges, or small mountains that abruptly protrudes out from a virtually flat surrounding) has been 
described as one of the most impressive landforms of this type on Earth. Circumstantial evidence exists that 
the tall inselbergs of the Central Namib Desert may have been in existence for millions of years at least.  
 
Your tented accommodation is quite the secret spot, located just outside the reserve. Surrounded by majestic 
rocky landscapes, you could not ask for a better view. In the afternoon, enjoy the stunning views in peace and 
quiet from your tent's platform or take a refreshing dip in the pool. A highlight is climbing up one of the 
massive boulders to enjoy the sunset. Breakfast and dinner are served at the on-site restaurant.  
 
Room Type: 1x En-suite Permanent Tent  
Nights: 1 
Board Basis: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 
Suggested Activities: Spitzkoppe Self-Drive; Bushman Paradise Hike  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2 & 3: Khorixas (Damaraland): Damara Mopane Lodge (240 km) 
 

   

Khorixas (Damaraland): 
  
Day 2:  After breakfast, enter the Spitzkoppe Reserve (optional) to explore the reserve by car. If you are 
relatively fit, we recommend a "Bushman's Paradise" walk with a guide (optional) to view the impressive 
bushman rock paintings. Then drive to Damara Mopane Lodge, situated near Khorixas en route to the famous 
Twyfelfontein engravings. Again you can look forward to sunset. The lodge's viewing platform offers fantastic 
views of the mopane woodland illuminated by the setting sun. Not a bad spot for a sundowner! Breakfast and 
dinner are served at the on-site restaurant. 
 
Day 3:  Make the most of this day by exploring Damaraland's fascinating attractions. This unique area east of 
the Skeleton Coast has plenty to offer, its incredible desert-adapted animals being one of its biggest 
drawcards. Must-visit highlights (all optional) include the Petrified Forest with its petrified tree trunks that are 
over 300 million years old, Twyfelfontein Heritage Site with its San (Bushmen) rock paintings and engravings 
(petroglyphs) and the Brandberg “White Lady” rock painting. All the while, keep your eyes peeled for desert 
elephants and other desert-adapted species. Breakfast and dinner are served at the on-site restaurant.   
 
Room Type: En-suite Double Room 
Nights: 2 
Board Basis: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 
Suggested Activities: Brandberg for White Lady Rock San Paintings, Twyfelfontein rock engravings UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, Petrified Forest, Organ Pipes. Keep an eye open for desert elephant while driving!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4 & 5: Etosha Okaukuejo Camp (230 km) 
 

  
    
Etosha National Park - Okaukuejo:  
 
Day 4 & 5: After breakfast, make your way to Etosha National Park for the best game viewing the country has 
to offer. Named after the Etosha Pan meaning" great white place of dry water", Etosha is an extremely flat salt 
pan and the largest of its kind in Africa. During a good rainy season, the dry river channels carry water to this 
gentle depression turning it into a shallow lagoon. This unusual oasis becomes a busy watering hole as it draws 
in a variety of animals and, for a few days each year, thousands of flamingos, and pelicans. 
 
Okaukuejo Camp is famous for its flood-lit waterhole, where one can observe a spectacle of wildlife 
congregating and interacting. The camp itself has a souvenir shop, basic food supply shop, kiosk for light snacks, 
restaurant, and swimming pool. You can look forward to your accommodation here: waterhole chalets with 
balconies overlooking the waterhole. Self-drive games (optional) are the order of the day. Breakfast and dinner 
are served at the on-site restaurant. 
 
Room Type: En-suite Waterhole Chalet  
Nights: 2 
Board Basis: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 
Suggested Activities: Self-Drive Daily Game Drives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 6: Etosha Dolomite Resort (180 km) 
 

   

Etosha National Park – Dolomite: 
 
Day 6: More of wonderful Etosha awaits today in the western region. Located in a previously restricted scenic 
area in Etosha National Park's western side, Dolomite Camp is rich in biodiversity due to the absence of 
mainstream tourism. Dolomite was named after the rock formations in the area and provide magnificent 
views. With plenty of waterholes in the area, wildlife sightings are a real treat and make for excellent photo 
opportunities. Black and White Rhino are often spotted at the Klippan waterhole. Explore the area in your own 
time on self-drive game drives. Breakfast and dinner are served at the on-site restaurant. 

Room Type: En-suite Chalet 
Nights: 1 
Board Basis: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast. 
Suggested Activities: Self-Drive Game Drives 
 
Day 7: Palmwag (230 km) 
 

   
 
Palmwag  
 
Day 7: After breakfast, start the drive to Palmwag: a vast conservation area with spectacular scenery and an 
abundance of wildlife between Kaokoland and the Skeleton Coast. Here you will feel the freedom of this 



ruggedly beautiful north-western corner of Namibia, considered by many as the most spectacular part of the 
country. Your lodge sits amid Makalani palms and Mopane trees, overlooking the sweeping northern 
Damaraland landscape. 
 
Join a guided hike, a sundowner drive in the Palmwag Concession or visit the Otjikandero Himba Orphanage 
Village to gain insight into the life of the Himba people. (All optional). Breakfast and dinner are served at the 
on-site restaurant. 
 
Room Type: En-suite Double Room  
Nights: 1 
Board Basis: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast  
Suggested Activities: Sundowner Drive, Otjikandero Himba Orphanage Village  
 
Day 8, 9 & 10: Swakopmund via Skeleton Coast (450 km) 
 

   
 
Swakopmund:  
 
Day 8:  Upon leaving Palmwag, you are in for a dramatic coastal drive as you make your way down the 
Skeleton Coast to Swakopmund. Namibia's most popular holiday destination, Swakopmund, is located at the 
mouth of the Swakop river and surrounded by the arid Namib desert. The town and its buildings will take you 
back to the colonial rule of the Germans, and the fresh see breeze will welcome you! Enjoy the trendy 
restaurants, lovely beach, and unique activities to make the most of your time. 
 
Once you have checked in at Swakop Sands, make your way to the outskirts of town to enjoy a 90-minute 
guided quad bike guided tour through Namibia's boundless expanse of shifting sand dunes. After the engines 
are revved up and ready to roll, an experienced guide will lead you through the Swakopmund River mouth into 
the dune belt. Feel the freedom of riding through one of nature's great wildernesses. 
 
Enjoy dinner at one of Swakop's excellent restaurants. Breakfast is served at the hotel.  
 



 
 
Day 9:  After breakfast, drive to Walvis Bay Harbour to depart on a spectacular three-hour marine dolphin 
cruise with Mola Mola. This "classic" dolphin cruise, accompanied by dolphins, seals, pelicans, whales, fresh 
oysters, sparkling wine and much more, is the perfect start to the day. A light lunch will be served on board. 
 
In the afternoon, enjoy a Moon Landscape & Welwitschia Nature Drive (optional). The Moon Landscape is 
located on the Welwitschia Plains in the Namib-Naukluft National Park. The landscape is quite barren and 
displays moon-like colours. Even though it looks like nothing can grow in this valley there are a few that 
prospers in this barren land like the lichens and dollar bush. Also, to be seen on this route are WW1 scrap 
metal, Old Ox-wagon trails, dolerite dikes and also the oldest and biggest Welwitschia mirabilis. Enjoy dinner 
in town once again. 
 

    
 
Day 10: This morning you will go on an unforgettable adventure. The Living Desert Tour, also known as the 
"Little 5" tour, explores the local dune belt between Swakopmund and Walvis Bay. Guides take great care to 
share their wealth of knowledge on the desert and the unique adaptations that the animals and plants use to 
survive in this harsh, sensitive ecosystem, which depends on the life-giving fog that rolls in daily. You will 
continuously stop to look for animal tracks on the dunes to determine which creatures were active the previous 
night. Some of the amazing endemic species that can be found include the web-footed Namib dune gecko, 
shovel-snouted lizards, snakes, chameleons, skinks, scorpions and a variety of beetles and insects, including 
numerous plants that survive in this barren habitat. 
 



The rest of the afternoon can be spent exploring Swakopmund's beaches and streets, or drive to Walvis Bay for 
a seafood lunch at the harbour (not included). 
 
Room Type: En-Suite Standard Double Room  
Nights: 3 
Board Basis: Bed & Breakfast 
Included Activities: Living Desert Tour, Mola Mola Marine Dolphin Cruise, 90-minute Guided Quad Bike Tour  
Suggested Activity: Skeleton Coast & Cape Cross 
Suggested Activity: Moon Landscape & Welwitschia Drive 
 

Day 11 & 12: Sossusvlei: Namib Desert Lodge (350 km) 
 

   
 
Sossusvlei: 
 
Day 11 & 12: The next stop on you tour is the world-famous Sossusvlei in the Namib Naukluft Park, by far the 
top attraction in the park. Enjoy magnificent views of red dunes (some of the highest inland sand dunes in the 
world), contrasting against the bleach-white pans. You will also visit Deadvlei with its unique skeleton trees, 
scorched by the sun where a rushing river once flowed. (Entrance fees not included in tour cost). 
 
Your accommodation lies at the foot of ancient, fossilized dunes. The lodge has a relaxed, friendly atmosphere. 
Enjoy cooling off at the pool, watching gemsbok arrive at the waterhole to drink or walking the trails into the 
dunes. Breakfast and dinner are served at the on-site restaurant. 
 
Room Type: En-suite Double Room 
Nights: 2 
Board Basis: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 
Suggested Activities: Sossusvlei & Deadvlei Self-Drive  
 

 
 
 



Day 13, 14 & 15: Windhoek (340 km) 
 

   
 
Windhoek 
 
Day 13 & 14: After breakfast, depart for Windhoek. On arrival, get your Covid testing out of the way before 
starting to explore the city. Namibia's capital is neat and orderly, and a German presence can be strongly felt in 
the restaurants, food and beer! Start with a visit to the Lutheran Church (a historical landmark and one of the 
most well-known monuments in Windhoek!) 
 
The Independence Museum (not included) is also well worth a visit. Dedicated to the country's anti-colonial and 
independence struggle, the first floor tells the story of Namibia under colonial rule, with the next floor up shifting 
gears to the resistance movement, while the top floor is dominated by the road to independence. Don't miss 
taking the glass elevator up the outside of the building for great city views. 
 
A pub lunch and ice-cold beer at the legendary Joe's Beerhouse is mandatory! (Not included.) Breakfast is served 
at the on-site restaurant. The city has an array of restaurants where you can choose to have dinner.  
 
Room Type: En-suite Classic Double Room  
Nights: 2 
Board Basis: Bed & Breakfast  
 
Day 15: After breakfast, depart for Windhoek Airport to drop off your 4x4 and check in for your flight home.   
 

Safe Travels! 
 


